
Sunday,  June 3, 2018 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 

Message Title: God on Trial 
Message Text: Mark 15:1-15 
 
Introduction:  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. The Religious—____________________. (1, 10) 
Mark 15:1 And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a 
consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and 
bound Jesus, and carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 

Morning: around 3AM to 6AM 

A. Their __________________ was Threatened. 

Mark 11:15–17 And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into 
the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves; 16 And would not suffer that any man 
should carry any vessel through the temple. 17 And he taught, saying 

scan for  
sermon notes

G
ra

p
h

ic
s 

co
u

rt
es

y 
o

f L
u

m
o

P
ro

je
ct



unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the 
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

Mark 11:18–19 And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought 
how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the 
people was astonished at his doctrine. 19 And when even was come, 
he went out of the city. 

B. Their _______________ was Threatened. (10) 

Mark 15:10  For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for 
envy. 

Definition—Envy: spite and resentment toward the success or 
possessions of another.  

The Sanhedrin __________________ the people with their 
manipulative teaching. 

Mark 7:8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other 
such like things ye do. 

Jesus boldy called them out for their _________________ and extra-
scriptural, false teaching. 

Matthew 23:25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but 
within they are full of extortion and excess. (see also Matthew 
23:27) 

See Mark 12:12— The Parable of the Vineyard 

Quote: Christ’s real offense was His great influence with the 
people. —Expositors 

See 1 Timothy 4:1–3, John 8:32 

2. The Politician—_______________ (2-7, 9, 12, 15) 

Pilot: Pontius Pilate, the fifth Roman prefect of Judea held office 
AD 26–36. 



A. He Feared the _________________. (2-5)  

Mark 15:2 And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And 
he answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. 

John 18:36–38 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if 
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus 
answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto 
the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 38 Pilate 
saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went 
out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault 
at all. 

Mark 15:3 And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he 
answered nothing. 

Luke 23:2,5 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this 
fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, 
saying that he himself is Christ a King. 5 And they were the more 
fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all 
Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. 

Quote: Such silence was rare in a Roman court. It seemed to 
confirm Pilate’s initial feeling that Jesus was not guilty. —BKC 

John 19:7–8 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law 
he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 8 When 
Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 

Quote:  To the Graeco-Roman ear this placed Jesus in the 
category of “divine men.” And since Pilate had just had Jesus 
scourged, he understandably experienced a spasm of fear. —
Carson 

B. He Feared the __________________. (12, 15)  

Mark 15:15 And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released 
Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, 
to be crucified. 



Luke 23:25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and 
murder was cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered 
Jesus to their will. 

3. The Population—___________ _________ (6-15) 

A. They Had Two ____________________ . 

Mark 15:6, 8 Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, 
whomsoever they desired. 8 And the multitude crying aloud began to 
desire him to do as he had ever done unto them. 

BARABBAS 

Mark 15:7 And there was one named Barabbas, which lay 
bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection. 

Definition—Barabbus: son of the father; perhaps the son of 
a Rabbi 

JESUS 

Mark 15:9 But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I 
release unto you the King of the Jews? 

Definition—Jesus: Yahweh will save; Savior 

John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life. 

B. Jesus was Not __________________. 

Seven “I Am” Statements—John 6:35, 8:12, 10:9, 10:11, 11:25, 
14:6, 15:1 

Note: According to ancient tradition, Barabbas’ full name was 
Jesus Barabbas. 

Barabbas = a ______________ deliverer 

Jesus =  a _________________ deliverer 

Conclusion
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