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Message Title: Jesus Encourages (Part 2) 
Message Text: John 20:24-31; Mark 16:31 

 
Introduction: 

On the day of  Christ’s bodily resurrection, somewhere inside the city limits of  Jerusalem, 
behind a locked door, the Bible reveals to us that the future leaders of  Christ’s church 
were huddled for fear of  the religious authorities. Jesus appears to them and gives them 
courage. One of  Christ’s disciples was not present with them and continued in doubt of  
the resurrection. Jesus was concerned about him too and again appears on the next 
Lord’s Day when the disciples assembled.  Today we will learn how Jesus dissipates the 
doubts of  His own through His Word within the assembling of  His followers.  

1. The ______________ of Doubt (24-25) 
John 20:24 But Thomas, one of  the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 

DIDYMUS — twin 

THOMAS IS SOUGHT OUT 

John 20:20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 

John 20:25a The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord… 

THE OTHER DISCIPLE — John sought out Thomas.  

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if  a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one 
in the spirit of  meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 

Hebrews 13:7–8 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word 
of  God: whose faith follow, considering the end of  their conversation. 8 Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

THOMAS SPEAKS OUT 
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John 20:25b …But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of  the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of  the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 

Matthew 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of  the elders and chief  priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised again the third day. 

2 Peter 1:19–20 We have also a more sure word of  prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your 
hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of  the scripture is of  any private interpretation. 

2. The _____________ of Doubt (26a) 
John 20:26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: 

EIGHT DAYS 

LIVING WITH DOUBT 

Caused Thomas to ________ — “But Thomas was not with them…” 

Caused Thomas to _____________ — “except I thrust” 

Caused Thomas to ____________ Friends — “We have seen the Lord…” “…I will 
not believe” 

QUOTE: Because Thomas was not there, he missed seeing Jesus Christ, hearing His 
words of  peace, and receiving His commission and gift of  spiritual life. He had to 
endure a week of  fear and unbelief  when he could have been experiencing joy and 
peace! —Weirsbe 

NOTE: The assembling of  Christ followers is ____________ to you living a life free 
of  doubt.  

Hebrews 10:23–25 Let us hold fast the profession of  our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful 
that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not 
forsaking the assembling of  ourselves together, as the manner of  some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

DEFINITION—HOLD FAST: to stick to firmly; whether in a physical or abstract sense. 

DEFINITION—WITHOUT WAVERING: firm (determination); marked by firm determination or 
resolution; not shakable. 

3. The _____________ of Doubt (26b-29) 



John 20:26b-27 …then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace 
be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas… 

JESUS FOCUSED ON THOMAS 

John 20:27 …Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust 
it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

THOMAS REPENTED OF HIS DOUBT 

John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. 

JESUS ENCOURAGES BELIEF  

John 20:29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

Mark 16:14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with 
their unbelief  and hardness of  heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was 
risen. 

4. The ______________ of Doubt (30-31) 
John 20:30–31 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of  his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of  God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

John 21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if  they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world itself  could not contain the books that should be 
written. Amen. 

THESE — God has revealed ALL that we need in order to believe on Jesus Christ. 

DEFINITION—BELIEVE: accept; to accept as true; take to be true. 

JESUS — Savior 

Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. 

CHRIST — The Promised One  

SON OF GOD — God in the Flesh 

John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if  ye believe not that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins. 

WHEN YOU BELIEVE YOU __________ ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH HIS NAME.  



John 3:16–17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of  the only begotten Son of  God. 

1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of  the Son of  God; that 
ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of  the Son of  God. 

Conclusion 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Questions to Consider 

How am I or have I been like Thomas? 

What specific doubt am I struggling with right now? 

Is my problem bigger or more powerful than Christ? 

Has Jesus every failed to keep His Word? 

What would my life be like if  I was freed from doubt? 

Am I willing to prioritize assembling with believers and receive the Word of  Christ so I 
can be strengthened in my faith? 
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