
Common Unity in Prayer 
Acts 12:1-17 

Wednesday, January 15, 2020 • Pastor Josiah Kagin 

 
Introduction:  

Jeremiah 33:3  Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not. 

2 Chronicles 7:14  If  my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 

Truth Point: Great spiritual progress and victory is experienced 
when a church unites in prayer. 

1. A Common ______________ (1-4) 

A. An Increasing __________________ (1) 

Acts 12:1  Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands 
to vex certain of  the church. 

Definition—Vex: to mistreat; to treat badly 

B. An Impending __________ (2-4) 

Acts 12:2 And he killed James the brother of  John with the sword. 
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Acts 12:3–4  And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of  unleavened bread.) 4 
And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered 
him to four quaternions of  soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to 
bring him forth to the people. 

Remember you are safe in the center of  God’s Will. 

2. A Common _____________ (5,12) 

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of  grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of  need. 

A. They ________________ on God (5) 

Acts 12:5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without 
ceasing of  the church unto God for him. 

When life was falling apart and out of  control, they prayed. 

Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of  God with 
boldness. 

Psalm 121:1–3  I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, From 
whence cometh my help. 2 My help cometh from the Lord, 
Which made heaven and earth. 3 He will not suffer thy foot to 
be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

QUOTE: Prayer is that slender nerve that moves the muscles of  
omnipotence. —Charles Spurgeon 



B. They _______________ in Prayer 

Acts 12:12  And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house 
of  Mary the mother of  John, whose surname was Mark; where many 
were gathered together praying. 

DEFINITION—TOGETHER: to aggroup; to be or become 
assembled as a group; become grouped together.  
 
Matthew 18:19–20  Again I say unto you, That if  two of  you 
shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of  my Father which is in heaven. 20 For 
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of  them. 

DEFINITION—AGREE: to agree (harmony);  to achieve 
harmony of  opinion, feeling, or purpose. 

Acts 1:24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of  all men, shew whether of  these two thou 
hast chosen, 

Quote: God’s looking for people through whom He can do the 
impossible; what a pity we plan only things we can do 
ourselves. —A.W. Tozer 

3. Common _____________ (12-17) 

A. _______________ Encouragement 

Acts 12:12–13  And when he had considered the thing, he came to the 
house of  Mary the mother of  John, whose surname was Mark; where 



many were gathered together praying. 13 And as Peter knocked at the door 
of  the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. 

The greatest way the church could support and bless Peter was 
through prayer.  

B. The _________________ Encouragement (14-17) 

Acts 12:14  And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for 
gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

Acts 12:16  But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the 
door, and saw him, they were astonished. 

Definition—Astonished: amazed 

Acts 12:17  But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of  the prison. 
And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he 
departed, and went into another place. 

Conclusion 

Grace Baptist Church • 2901 Galewood St. • Kettering, OH. 45420 
gracebaptistofkettering.org • 937.293.7500 • Pastor Josiah Kagin


	A Common ______________ (1-4)
	A Common _____________ (5,12)
	Common _____________ (12-17)

