
 
Sunday Morning, November 17, 2019 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: Approved by Christ 
Message Text: Acts 7 
 
Introduction: Stephan’s message was not a defense of Stephen, but a 
vindication of Christianity. 

1. The _______________ of God (1-8) 

God revealed Himself  personally to Abraham. 

Acts 7:2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of  glory 
appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 
Charran. 

A. A Promised _______________ (4-5) 

Acts 7:3 And said unto him, Get thee out of  thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
come into the land which I shall shew thee. 

Acts 7:4–5 Then came he out of  the land of  the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: 
and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye 
now dwell. 5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his 
foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed 
after him, when as yet he had no child. 

Inheritance —a land 

Genesis 12:1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of  thy country, and 
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 
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B. A Promised _________________ (6-8) 

Acts 7:6–8 And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange 
land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat them evil four 
hundred years. 7 And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, said 
God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place. 8 And he gave 
him the covenant of  circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him 
the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. 

Seed — great nation; Israel 

Genesis 12:2-3 And I will make of  thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of  the earth be 
blessed. 

Note: Through the seed of  Abraham the Messiah would come.  

2. Their _________________ of Jesus (9-53) 

There was a pattern of  rejection not only toward Christ, but God’s 
messengers as well. 

A. Isreal Rejected _______________ (9-16) 

Acts 7:9–10 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God 
was with him, 10 And delivered him out of  all his afflictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom in the sight of  Pharaoh king of  Egypt; and he made him governor over 
Egypt and all his house. 

Note: Joseph is a type of  Christ. 

John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

Summary: Like Joseph suffered to save his brethren from the famine, so 
Jesus suffered to save his people from their sins and yet they rejected 
Him.  

B. Israel Rejected ____________ (17-41) 

Acts 7:17–20 But when the time of  the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn 
to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 18 Till another king arose, 
which knew not Joseph. 19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil 
entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end they might 
not live. 20 In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished 
up in his father’s house three months: 



Note: Moses was also a type of  Christ. 

Acts 7:40–41 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this 
Moses, which brought us out of  the land of  Egypt, we wot not what is become of  
him. 41 And they made a calf  in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and 
rejoiced in the works of  their own hands. 

Summary: Like Moses who led Israel with grace and delivered to them 
God’s Word (Law),  Jesus was full of  grace and truth and yet was rejected.  

C. Israel Rejected the _____________ (42-50) 

THE PROPHETS PREACHED AGAINST ISRAEL’S IDOLATRY 

Acts 7:42–43 Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of  
heaven; as it is written in the book of  the prophets, O ye house of  Israel, have ye 
offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of  forty years in the 
wilderness? 43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of  Moloch, and the star of  your 
god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you 
away beyond Babylon. 

See Amos 5:25–27 

THE PROPHETS PREACHED AGAINST THEIR FORMALITY 

Acts 7:48–50 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; as saith the prophet, 49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: 
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of  my rest? 
50 Hath not my hand made all these things? 

God was not interested in a beautiful building, but a humble and 
repentant heart. 

See Isaiah 66:1–2 

Summary: Like Israel rejected the preaching of  the prophets, so they 
the preaching of  Christ.  

D. Israel Rejected the ___________________ (51–53) 

Acts 7:51–53 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 52 Which of  the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of  the coming 
of  the Just One; of  whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: 53 Who 
have received the law by the disposition of  angels, and have not kept it. 

Their patterns of  rejecting God’s messengers led them to reject God’s 
Messiah.  



Mark 13:11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand 
what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

3. Their ___________ to Christ’s Messenger 
(51-60) 
A. A Response of _______________ (54)  

Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth. 

Acts 7:57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord, 

Note: Often anger accompanies conviction. 

B. A Response of _________________ (55-60) 

Acts 7:58–60  And cast him out of  the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. 59 And they stoned 
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Fell asleep — death to the believer  

John 15:20–21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If  they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if  they have 
kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things will they do unto 
you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me. 

Conclusion 

1 Peter 4:14–16 If  ye be reproached for the name of  Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of  
glory and of  God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified. 15 But let none of  you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a 
busybody in other men’s matters. 16 Yet if  any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

Acts 7:55–56 But he, being full of  the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of  God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of  God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of  man standing on the right hand of  God. 
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