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God Delights in Diligence 
Proverbs 12:23-28 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 • Pastor Josiah Kagin 

 
Introduction:  

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Definition—Diligent: a person who is characterized by care and 
perseverance in carrying out tasks. 

1. He is Concerned with His Work (23-24) 

A. Not a _________-________ (23) 

Proverbs 12:23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge: But the heart of  
fools proclaimeth foolishness. 

Definition—Prudent: a person who shows cleverness, 
sensibility, and sound judgment in decision making. 
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B. Not Afraid of ________________ (24) 

Proverbs 12:24 The hand of  the diligent shall bear rule: But the slothful 
shall be under tribute. 

Bear — to handle, take responsibility.  

Quote: The one who works steadily and vigorously becomes 
his own boss (in a limited sense, of  course), but the lazy one is 
forever taking orders from someone else. — Kitchen 

Proverbs 22:29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand 
before kings; He shall not stand before mean men. 

2. He is Mindful of His ____________ (25-26) 

A. The Influence of His _____________ (25) 

Proverbs 12:25 Heaviness in the heart of  man maketh it stoop: But a 
good word maketh it glad. 

Definition—Heaviness: anxiety, depression 

Proverbs 15:23 A man hath joy by the answer of  his mouth: And a word 
spoken in due season, how good is it! 

The best word you can give a person is the GOOD news of  
Salvation. 

John 10:10 The thief  cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly. 
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B. The Influence of His ___________  (26) 

Proverbs 12:26 The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: But 
the way of  the wicked seduceth them. 

Definition—Excellent: to be a guide v. — to be someone who 
shows a way by leading and guiding. 

Definition—Seduceth: to mislead (deceive) v. — to cause 
someone to wander from a proper belief  or course of  action. 

Proverbs 28:10 Whoso causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, 
He shall fall himself  into his own pit: But the upright shall have good 
things in possession. 

Romans 14:7 For none of  us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself. 

3. He is Faithful in His ____________ (27-28) 

A. Stewards His ________________ (27) 

Proverbs 12:27 The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in 
hunting: But the substance of  a diligent man is precious. 

The lazy man __________ what he earns. 

Definition—Roast: to cook with dry heat over a fire. 

Proverbs 18:9 He also that is slothful in his work Is brother to him that is 
a great waster. 
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B. Stewards His _____________ (28) 

Proverbs 12:28 In the way of  righteousness is life; And in the pathway 
thereof  there is no death. 

Way—conduct, choices, character 

Definition—Life: joy of  life (temporal) 

Definition—Death: immortality (eternal) 

Job 19:25–27 For I know that my redeemer liveth, And that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth: 26 And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, Yet in my flesh shall I see God: 27 Whom I shall see for 
myself, And mine eyes shall behold, and not another; Though my reins be 
consumed within me. 

A diligent man does not waste his life on _______ or 
___________ that are displeasing to God.  

Conclusion 

2 Peter 3:14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that 
ye may be found of  him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
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