
 

Sunday,  April 7, 2019 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 

Message Title: Excel in Generosity 
Message Text: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
 
Introduction:  

God knew how that in every time and generation, money would be an 
inseparable part of  our daily living, so much Bible truth is given on the 
subject.  

THE BIBLE TEACHES: 

» You cannot serve God and _________ at the same time. (Matthew 
6:24) 

» Money can keep you from ____________ the kingdom of  God. (Luke 
18:22) 

» Because God enables the getting of  wealth, all our wealth 
__________ to Him. (Deuteronomy 8:18) 

» We should give ________ of  our income back to God through 
church. According to Malachi, withholding the tithe is to rob God. 
Honoring God with the tithe opens up the windows of  heaven. 
(Malachi 3:8) 

» As believers were are to be ____________ givers of  both the tithe 
and freewill offerings. (2 Corinthians 9:7) 

» The ___________ of  money is the root of  all evil. (1 Timothy 6:10) 

» I can give ______________ and sacrificially to Jesus through my 
local church only by the grace of  God. (2 Corinthians 8) 

Definition—Generous: readiness to more of  something than what is 
strictly necessary or expected 

scan for  
sermon notes

GENEROSITY 
  AN OUTFLOW OF GRACE



1. Every Believer _________ be  
Generous (1-2) 

A. ______________ in Scripture (1) 
2 Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of  the grace of  
God bestowed on the churches of  Macedonia; 

Do you to wit—I wish to inform you… 

Abraham gave tithes to Melchisedec before the Mosaic Law 
was established.  

Genesis 14:19–20 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of  
the most high God, possessor of  heaven and earth: 20 And blessed be the 
most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he 
gave him tithes of  all. 

Jacob gave tithes to God. Genesis 28:20-22 

Tithing is a _______________ Biblical practice. 

B. ________________ by Grace (1) 
2 Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of  the grace of  
God bestowed on the churches of  Macedonia; 

Definition—Bestowed: to be granted 

Definition—Grace: outworking; especially used of  the 
outworking of  God’s goodwill. 

2. Every Believer faces ____________ to 
being Generous (2-5) 

A. _____________________ (2-5) 
2 Corinthians 8:2 How that in a great trial of  affliction the abundance 
of  their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of  their 
liberality. 



GREAT TRIAL OF AFFLICTION 

The Macedonian Churches were established in Acts 
17:10-15. 

Acts 17:13 But when the Jews of  Thessalonica had knowledge that 
the word of  God was preached of  Paul at Berea, they came thither 
also, and stirred up the people. 

1 Thessalonians 1:6 And ye became followers of  us, and of  the 
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of  the 
Holy Ghost: 

Philippians 1:29–30 For unto you it is given in the behalf  of  
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 30 
Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in 
me. 

DEEP POVERTY—pauperism to the depth; their abysmal 
penury 

Quote: While their material welfare apparently deteriorated, 
their spiritual well-being increased [proportionately]. Paul 
attributed this to the grace of  God, His unmerited favor. — 
BKC 

Philippians 4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last 
your care of  me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye 
lacked opportunity. 

Philippians 4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of  
the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated 
with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only. 

2 Corinthians 8:3–5 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond 
their power they were willing of  themselves; 4 Praying us with much 
intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of  
the ministering to the saints. 5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first 
gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of  God. 

B. __________________ (2) 
The Corinthians were affluent people who were fully enjoying 
their wealth. 

1 Corinthians 16:1–2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
have given order to the churches of  Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first 



day of  the week let every one of  you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

Quote: God prospers me not to raise my standard of  living, 
but to raise my standard of  giving. —Randy Alcorn 

Acts 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember the words of  the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

3. Every Believer Must ___________ to be 
Generous (6-7) 

A. An ________________ Commendation (7) 
2 Corinthians 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and 
utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us… 

Faith—_____________________________ 

Utterance—_____________________________ 

Knowledge—_____________________________ 

Diligence—_____________________________ 

Love—_____________________________ 

B. An ___________________ Choice (6-7) 
2 Corinthians 8:6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, 
so he would also finish in you the same grace also. 

Note: God uses Titus to encourage the Corinthians to be 
generous. 

2 Corinthians 8:7 …see that ye abound in this grace also. 

See that ye—intentionality 

Definition—Abound: abound beyond; exist in large quantities 

Conclusion
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