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Introduction:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Truth Point: My Heavenly Father has an objective for every trial He 
allows in my life. In His hands, every trial can be shaped for our 
ultimate good.  

1. Trials Make us ____________. 

Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman… 

Note: This woman belonged to the accursed race of  Canaan, the 
ancient inhabitants of  the land. Mark calls her “a Greek,” i.e. a 
Gentile, and “a Syro-Phœnician,” which explains her proper 
nationality. —Pulpit Commentary 

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 
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James 1:2-3 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
3Knowing this, that the trying of  your faith worketh patience. 

2. Trials _________ us from the World. 

Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of  Canaan came out of  the same 
coasts, and cried unto him… 

Note: The sin of  the Canaanites was denounced by the LORD in 
Leviticus 20:23, “And ye shall not walk in the manners of  the nation, which I 
cast out before you: for they committed all these things, and therefore I abhorred 
them.” 

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of  men, after the rudiments of  the world, and not after 
Christ. 

3. Trials Draw us to __________. 

Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of  Canaan came out of  the same 
coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of  
David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 



Psalm 119:71  It is good for me that I have been afflicted; That I might learn 
thy statutes. 

4. Trials Drive us to ____________. 

Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of  Canaan came out of  the same 
coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of  
David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

Prayer is a declaration of  _____________ on the Lord.  

Lamentations 3:26 It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of  the Lord. 

Notice Jehoshaphat’s example in 2 Chronicles 20:1-6 

2 Chronicles 20:12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might 
against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: 
but our eyes are upon thee. 

5. Trials Stir up our _________. 

Matthew 15:28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is 
thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour. 



Psalm 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: He 
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. 

In 1880, Louisa Stead penned the hymn _____________________ 
following the tragic drowning death of  her husband. Mrs. Stead 
went on to serve for many years as a missionary in Africa. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of  them that 
diligently seek him. 

Conclusion 
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