
 

Sunday,  December 30, 2018 » Pastor Josiah Kagin 
Message Title: The Pursuit of  Emmanuel 
Message Text: Matthew 2:1-11 
 
Introduction: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

There is nothing more important than pursuing Emmanuel. 

1. Their _____________ (1, 2c) 
A. A _______________ Desire (1) 

Matthew 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in Beth-lehem of  Judaea in the days 
of  Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

East: Likely Babylon which was known for its great interest in 
astrology. Astrology is connected to the class of  wise men in 
Daniel 5:11.  

Quote: The fact that these magi undertook the long journey to 
Jerusalem in order to discover the newborn “King of  the Jews,” 
whose star they had seen, indicates that they were not Jews, but 
also that the great Messianic hope of  the Jews, a hope in which 
they as Gentiles had place and part, had been communicated to 
them by Jews and had fascinated their hearts. —Lenski 
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Quote: The longing souls with scanty theological knowledge is in 
a better position to meet God than a self-satisfied soul, however 
deeply instructed in the Scriptures. —A. W. Tozer 

Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shall be filled. 

B. A ______________ Desire (2c) 

Matthew 2:2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of  the Jews? for we 
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

Their desire was _____________. 

2. Their ____________ (2-8) 
A. _______________ Truth (2-6) 

Matthew 2:2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of  the Jews? for we have 
seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. 

Matthew 2:16 …from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of  the wise men. 

HOW did they know it was “His Star” 

They had ______________ what they saw with what they had 
learned. 

Numbers 24:17  I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: 
There shall come a Star out of  Jacob, And a Sceptre shall rise out of  Israel, 
And shall smite the corners of  Moab, And destroy all the children of  Sheth. 

B. _______________ to Truth (3-6) 

Matthew 2:3–6 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief  priests 
and scribes of  the people together, he demanded of  them where Christ should be 



born.5 And they said unto him, In Beth-lehem of  Judaea: for thus it is written 
by the prophet, 6 And thou Beth-lehem, in the land of  Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of  Juda: for out of  thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule 
my people Israel. 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, Though thou be little among the 
thousands of  Judah, Yet out of  thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; Whose goings forth have been from of  old, from everlasting. 

These gentiles were more responsive to God’s Word than even the 
religious leaders. 

God rewards us with more knowledge of  Himself  once we have 
____________ on the knowledge we already have.  

3. Their ____________ (9-10) 
A. ______________ Direction  (7-9a) 

Matthew 2:7–8 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired 
of  them diligently what time the star appeared. 8 And he sent them to Beth-
lehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

Matthew 2:9 When they had heard the king, they departed… 

Definition—Heard: to hear with intent 

B. ______________ Direction (9b-10) 

Matthew 2:9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the 
young child was. 

Matthew 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

Quote: Bethlehem is about five miles south of  Jerusalem. 
“Stars” (i.e., planets) naturally travel from east to west across the 
heavens, not from north to south. Could it be that “the star” which 



the Magi saw and which led them to a specific house was the 
Shekinah glory of  God? —BKC 

They were rejoicing in the __________ leading of  God. 

Psalm 119:133 Order my steps in thy word: And let not any iniquity have 
dominion over me. 

Psalm 119:130 The entrance of  thy words giveth light; It giveth understanding 
unto the simple. 

Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path. 

4. Their ____________ (11) 
A. Whole-Hearted ____________ (11a) 

Matthew 2:11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him… 

Definition—Worship: to prostrate oneself  in the presence of  the 
divine or supernatural as a sign of  deference and worship. 

Ephesians 5:25, Acts 20:28 

B. __________________ Worship (11b) 

Matthew 2:11 …and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

They came not for what they could _________ from Jesus, but what 
they could _________ to Jesus.  

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of  them that 
diligently seek him. 

Conclusion 

Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
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